, and even the world of early American humor (nos. 15, 21, 66, 109) .
Latrobe made these works with no intent of publication; they functioned as his personal record of things and places which caught his attention. As an engineer, surveyor, architect, and naturalist with the encyclopedic education common to a late eighteenth-century gentleman, his interests spanned a tremendous range, and these watercolors and sketches offer more subjects than could be listed in this short review.
In style they are frankly realistic, profiting from Latrobe's training as engineer and architect, from his scientific dedication to the observation of fact, and from his profound, personal excitement in the world around him. They are in most cases genuine and unaffected renderings of what he saw before him, and are, therefore, of special interest to anyone wishing to reconstruct life and attitudes in the early republic. Only seldom did Latrobe allow the cultural baggage of his times to "correct" the observations of his fresh and innocent eye, as in a few idealized landscapes which follow the formulas of Claude Lorraine (nos. 84, 136, 137) or in several satirical works after Hogarth (nos. 38, 44, 48 (note nos. 2, 3, 14, 22, 49, 57, 67, 72, 74, 81, 107, 111, 129, 135 (nos. 69-82, 127, 128, 132-37, 155) .
In these days of increasing publication expenses and waning interest in specialized subjects, we must be grateful for publications such as this volume and the series to which it belongs; the extensive research efforts and the reasonable price were made possible through the generous support of the NEH, the J. 
